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Frameworks for addressing domestic violence issues in
electronic newspapers and their relationship to youth
attitudes toward the image of the Egyptian family

Abstract

This study seeks to identify the framing approaches used by
online newspapers in addressing domestic violence issues and
their relationship with young people’s attitudes toward the image
of the Egyptian family. It also explores the functional role of
online newspapers in confronting domestic violence issues and
how this influences young people’s perspectives on the Egyptian
family. The study relies on Framing Analysis Theory and Media
System Dependency Theory. The researcher uses the survey
method in both its field and analytical forms. The analytical
sample includes coverage of domestic violence issues in the
online newspapers Al-Ahram, Youm7, and Al-Wafd, covering the
period from June 2023 to October 2024. The sample consists of
145 articles, distributed as follows: Al-Ahram (40 articles),
Youm?7 (85 articles), and Al-Wafd (40 articles). The field sample
consists of 400 young Egyptians who follow domestic violence
issues through online newspapers, using both a content analysis
form and a questionnaire.

The study reveals that online newspapers focus on presenting
domestic violence as a public issue concerning all societal
segments, with social and legal frames taking precedence,
aligning with audience interests and reflecting the youth’s need
for knowledge. The newspapers highlight the causes of domestic
violence and ways to confront it by presenting various
viewpoints. However, the level of trust in the newspapers’
coverage varies based on the age group and economic
background of the youth. Online newspapers primarily use
rational appeals, followed by a mix of rational and emotional
appeals.




gaiaally SleYly slall Gigad dualal) Laall
(4) 33 = (2025 salg) AU Alaal)

Young people’s exposure to domestic violence issues through
online newspapers enhances their awareness of the social and
psychological causes of these problems. The newspapers focus
more on officials and researchers as primary sources, while the
general public receives less emphasis. Young audiences express
a strong interest in following domestic violence issues. The
newspapers emphasize prominent figures and credible content
rather than personal victim experiences, relying heavily on
personal and objective images.

Young audiences show a desire for a comprehensive
understanding of domestic violence issues. The newspapers
prioritize images and links but show weakness in using
comments and interactive features, which negatively impacts
audience participation. The findings confirm that online
newspapers provide adequate space, depth in coverage, and
proposed solutions when discussing domestic violence issues,
making them a preferred source of information for youth.

The newspapers use diverse strategies and frames to persuade
readers, which influences the audience’s cognitive, behavioral,
and emotional responses, varying based on demographic factors
such as age, educational level, and occupation. The study
highlights that young people’s exposure to domestic violence
issues through online newspapers affects them on cognitive,
emotional, and behavioral levels. The newspapers emphasize the
importance of collaboration between societal institutions and the
enforcement of strict laws to combat domestic violence, which
aligns with young audiences’ views on the importance of these
solutions.

Keywords:

Domestic violence — Online journalism — Digital media —
Youth attitudes — Social issues — Egyptian family.
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